Approved For Release 2011/08/31 : CIA-RDP91-00587R0001 00200020-9 


• •:'-LCAFr^.PED 

r'AOt — JSA TODAY 

2 December 1986 


Perot: Norfli 
arrai^ed for 


ransom money 


By Sharen Johnson 
USA TODAY 

WASHINGTON — LL COL 
OUver North arranged for Tex- 
as billionaire H. Ross Perot to 
put up ransom money in tailed 
attempts to free various USA 
bosta^ Perot said today. 

North is the National Securi- 
ty Council staffer the White 
House tired after sayhng he’d 
engioeered — on his own — 
the Iran-contra arms rfenk 

Perot put up money several 
times over the past five years, 
he told AJKTs Ntghtlme. 


He did not reqwnd directly 
when asked wh^er anymie 
but Nmth knew of the ramom 
attempts, saying, “My seme is 
that the people who do these 
types of things are veiy meticu- 
lous in gethng t^tproval fOr 
their acttvittss.” 

Attorney General Edwin 
Meese has said North was the 
only one who knew specifically 
of the arms deel& 

Perot’s most recent involv- 
ment May 23, when North 
asked Perot to put $2 million in 
a Swiss bank as part of a secret 
deal to free remaining USA 
hostages in Lebanon. 

That was five days before 
North and ex-national security 
adviser Robert McFarlane 
made their secret trip to Iraa 
The White House would nei- 
ther confirm nor deny North 
was trying to ransom hosta^ 
when President Reagan was 
pledging publiciy the United 
States would not do that 
"The NSC people say no one 

there knows anything about it” 

White House spokesman Dan 
Howard said Monday night 
Perot’s reported attempts to 
help free hostages included: 

■ In 1984, putting up $2 mil- 
lion to try to free 
CIA Beirut station chief 
liam Buc kley . "It was a very 
concehfraled effort around 
Buckley ... because of the posi- 
tion he had," Perot said. 


■ In early 1982, p utting up 
1500,000 to try to ransom Brig. 
Gen. James L Dozier, kid- 
napped in Italy and later res- 
cued by Italian police. 

North also asked Perot to 
give money to the contit^ The 
Wastwtglon Post reports to- 
day, but Perot refused. 

Perot — reportedty the third 
wealthiest person in the USA 
— said he’d put up ransom 
money again if asked: "irs the 
proper thing to do.” 
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